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GOVERNOR’S PROPOSAL 


Abbott seeks to limit 
local revenue, tax rates 


Critics call plan attack 
on jurisdictions; others 
cite boost to residents 


By GROMER JEFFERS JR. 


Political Writer 
gjeffers@dallasnews.com 


Texas Gov. Greg Abbott will 
ask the Legislature to cap the 
annual revenue growth of cit- 
ies, school districts, counties 
and other local taxing jurisdic- 
tions at 2.5 percent. 

It’s part of a 33-page prop- 
erty tax reform plan that Ab- 


bott unveiled Tuesday in 
Houston. He'll also talk about 
the plan Wednesday in Arling- 
ton. 

“With the skyrocketing rise 
in property taxes, more and 
more Texans face the risk of 
being forced out of the homes 
they have lived in for decades,” 
Abbott said in a news release. 
“Young families who are just 
starting out are having trouble 
affording their first home and 
businesses are unable to grow 


see ABBOTT Page 9A 


INSIDE 


President Donald Trump’s 
physician (above) says 
the president’s overall 
health is “excellent,” with 
mostly normal results, 
and that he received a 
perfect score on a cogni- 
tive test. 4A 

The Trump administration 
released an 11-page report 
showing that the vast ma- 
jority of people convicted 
of terrorism charges in 
the U.S. over the last 15 
years were born in foreign 
countries. 6A 


NATIONAL SECURITY 


D DALLASNEWS 


| Pentagon suggests 


wider nuclear options 


Strategy would permit 
bombings to counter 
devastating cyberattacks 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — A newly 
drafted United States nuclear 
strategy that has been sent to 
President Donald Trump for 
approval would permit the use 
of nuclear weapons to respond 


to a wide range of devastat- 
ing but non-nuclear attacks on 
American infrastructure, in- 
cluding what current and for- 
mer government officials de- 
scribed as the most crippling 
kind of cyberattacks. 

For decades, U.S. presi- 
dents have threatened “first 
use” of nuclear weapons 
against enemies in only very 
narrow and limited circum- 
stances, such as in response 


to the use of biological weap- 
ons against the United States. 
But the new document is the 
first to expand that to include 
attempts to destroy wide- 
reaching infrastructure, like a 
country’s power grid or com- 
munications, that would be 
most vulnerable to cyberweap- 
ons. 

The draft document, called 


See NUCLEAR Page 2A 


Very cold morning 
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METRO & STATE 


New limits OK’d for 
absentee ballots 


Dallas County com- 
missioners passed new 
limits on absentee ballots 
nearly a year after fraudu- 
lent activity rocked area 
elections. 1B 


Valdez far behind in 
campaign funds 


Former Dallas County 
Sheriff Lupe Valdez has 
$46,498 in her guberna- 
torial campaign account, 
while Gov. Greg Abbott 
has raised $43 million. 3B 


NATION 


California home a 
house of horrors 


Inside an ordinary brown- 
and-beige California 
home, sheriff's depu- 

ties said, they found 13 
siblings, some chained to 
furniture, all of them thin 
and malnourished. 4A 


WORLD 


Pope addresses 
abuse in Chile 


Pope Francis begged for 
forgiveness for the “ir- 
reparable damage” done 
to children who were 
molested by priests, while 
facing another controver- 
sy of Catholic churches 
being torched. 10A 


BUSINESS 


Franchisees battle 
with 7-Eleven 


While owning a 7-Eleven 
store has long been a 
way to gain a foothold in 
the American economy, 
some now see the Irving- 
based parent company’s 
demands eating into their 
profits. 1D 


Suits filed over 
net-neutrality repeal 


The expected wave of 
litigation against the 
Federal Communications 
Commission’s repeal of 
net-neutrality rules began 
when 21 states and the 
District of Columbia sued 
to block the rules. 1D 
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No hiding from the cold 


Ag) 


David Woo/Staff Photographer 
Denise Jenkins of Grand Prairie covered as much skin as possible at Union Station in downtown Dallas on Tues- 
day. Today is expected to be even colder, with early morning temperatures dropping to the teens in North Texas. 
Forecasters say temperatures will remain below freezing until Thursday. (Story 5B, complete weather 10B) 


RUSSIA INVESTIGATIONS 


Bannon refuses to answer questions 


Former Trump insider 
subpoenaed by House 
panel, special counsel 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — For- 
mer White House chief 
strategist Steve Bannon on 
Tuesday refused to answer 
questions from the House In- 
telligence Committee about 
his time working for Presi- 
dent Donald Trump, provok- 


ing a sub- 
poena from 
the panel’s 
Republican 
chairman. 
Bannon 
walked into 
a closed- 
door meet- 
ing with House members 
Tuesday morning as part of 
the committee’s investigation 
into Russian election inter- 
ference. Lawmakers also 
wanted answers from him 


STEVE 
BANNON 


about Trump's thinking when 
he fired FBI Director James 
Comey. 

The committee chairman, 
Devin Nunes of California, 
issued the subpoena after 
Bannon refused to answer 
questions about his time on 
the presidential transition or 
his work in the Trump White 
House, said Nunes spokes- 
man Jack Langer. It’s unclear 
if Bannon was more forth- 
coming after the issuance of 
the subpoena. 


A spokeswoman for Ban- 
non did not respond to mul- 
tiple requests for comment 
Tuesday afternoon. A White 
House official said the White 
House did not seek to exert 
executive privilege over Ban- 
non — a move that would 
have barred him from an- 
swering certain questions 
— because they didn’t have 
to. The official spoke on the 
condition of anonymity to 


See PROBES Page 2A 


SPECIAL EDUCATION 


Schools 
reject 


flak by 
Abbott 


Educators say it was 
state that pushed to cap 
enrollment in program 


By EVA-MARIE AYALA 
Staff Writer 
eayala@dallasnews.com 


Texas educators are push- 
ing back against Gov. Greg Ab- 
bott’s assertion that children 
were denied special-education 
services because of schools’ 
“dereliction of duty.” 

Last week, federal authori- 
ties found that schools across 
the state broke the law by in- 
tentionally delaying or deny- 
ing students such programs in 
order to stay under perceived 
enrollment caps and avoid 
state scrutiny. 

Abbott then ordered the 
state’s education commission- 
er to have a draft correction 
plan finished by this week, 
adding that the “dereliction 
of duty on the part of many 
school districts to serve our 
students, and the failure of 
TEA to hold districts account- 
able, are worthy of criticism.” 

But the Texas School Al- 
liance, Texas Council of Ad- 
ministrators for Special Edu- 
cation and Texas Association 
of School Administrators say 
they were only doing what 
state officials and the Texas 
Education Agency pressured 
them to do: Rein in enroll- 
ment because of rising costs. 
State policy continuously put 
educators in the precarious 
spot where, if they did what 


See TEXAS Page 8A 


‘Little girls don't stay 


former sports doctor 


little forever; one tells 


SEXUAL ABUSE TRIAL 


Gymnasts recount their horrors 


BILES says team doctor 
abused her, too. 7A 


Á 


f 
JADE CAPUA 


Scott Olson/Getty Images 
Jade Capua gives her statement during a sentencing hear- 
ing for former sports doctor Larry Nassar, who has pleaded 
guilty to molesting more than 100 women and girls. 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


LANSING, Mich. — One 
after another, gymnasts and 
other victims of a disgraced 
former sports doctor stepped 
forward in a Michigan court- 
room Tuesday to recount the 
sexual abuse and emotional 


trauma Larry Nassar inflicted 
on them as children — one 
with the warning that “little 
girls don’t stay little forever.” 
Nearly 100 women and 
girls planned to speak or have 
their statements read during 
an extraordinary four-day sen- 
tencing hearing. Many of them 
cried as they gave the initial 
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testimonies Tuesday. Some 
requested that their identities 
not be made public. The judge 
consoled the victims and said 
they should not blame them- 
selves. 

“I testified to let the world 
know that you are a repulsive 
liar? one victim, Kyle Ste- 
phens, said to the 54-year-old 
Nassar, who bowed his head 
with his eyes closed or looked 


See GYMNASTS Page 7A 
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